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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claim 25 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent No. 4,454,694 to Davanture in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,834,602 to 
Takasaki. 

Regarding claim 25, Davanture discloses an enclosure having connecting joints 
abutting along the short sides together (fig. 7) with parallel ends, the ends shorter than 
the sides (longitudinal sides). Davanture also discloses a fastener passing through one 
part (fig. 7: right side of component 7) and into the other side (left side of component 7). 
However, Davanture does not teach that the longitudinal sides are parallel since the 
component is cylindrical (see other embodiment, figs. 5 and 6 of fig. 7: 7). It would have 
been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to change the shape of the component 7 in fig. 7 of Davanture to have parallel sides, 
such as a rectangular shape because a change in shape is within the level of ordinary 
skill in the art absent persuasive evidence that the particular configuration is significant 
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(see MPEP 2144.04 (IV) (B). Also, the applicant should note that Davanture discloses a 
rectangular cross section for the component in fig. 4. Davanture does not particularly 
disclose what material the connecting component as being made from. However, 
Davanture teaches that the structure may be made from wood (column 4, lines 36-39). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use wood as the material for the connecting component shown 
in fig. 7 also since Davanture teaches attaching the component by glue (column 3, lines 
32-35), wood would be obvious since it is one of the best construction materials that 
may be glued. 

Davanture teaches this two piece component as described above but does not 
particularly disclose the details of the fastener as being a screw with pointed end and 
recess for cutting and a shank with threaded portion. Davanture teaches half of the 
connecting component is tapped (column 3, lines 46-59). Takasaki discloses a tapping 
screw (title) having a threaded shank and a recess at the tip (fig. 1 : 4' & 5 and fig. 4: 10 
& 10') for cutting. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Davanture by using the tapping fastener 
disclosed by Takasaki in order to speed construction since the tapping fastener would 
automatically tap the connecting component as it enters and provide the tap desired by 
Davanture. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-24, 26 and 28-36 are allowed. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 1/21/09 have been fully considered but they are moot 
under new grounds of rejections necessitated by the applicant's amendment. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The cited patents listed on the included form PTO-892 further show the state of 
the art with respect to screws in wood structures in general. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Basil Katcheves whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6846. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 
am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot, can be reached at (571) 272-6777. 
/Basil Katcheves/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3635 



